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Coming next year: Andrew Lorenz will perform the Tchaikovsky violin concerto at the Armidale Symphony Orchestra concert conducted by Wendy Huddleston  on 9th  May.
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PROGRAM

Summer-night on the river                          Frederick Delius (1862 - 1934)

Delius was born in England, the fourth of fourteen children. He lived mainly in the United States, Scandinavia and France, but his music is unmistakably English. Summer Night on the River fits today’s pastoral theme. Across the serene lapping rhythm of the stream one hears phrases evoking birdsong, bees and butterflies.

To be Sung of a Summer Night on the Water I and II     Frederick Delius

Fiori Musicali. Musical Director Wendy Huddleston
Tenor Solo Phil Oxley


Flute Concerto (Spirits of the Mask)                          Bruce Edward Miller

Soloist Gerard Larkins
Bruce Miller teaches in the faculties of the Colburn Conservatory in Los Angeles and Fullerton College in California, where he is coordinator of music theory and composition. During the 1980s he was briefly lecturer in composition at the University of New England and also conducted the Armidale Symphony Orchestra in a performance of Mahler’s Des Knaben Wunderhorn.
This concerto was commissioned by the California State University, Long Beach. The term “mask” implies the different “personality” of each movement: 1. Spirit of desire; 2. Spirit of transformation and bliss; 3. Spirit of persistence. Dr. Miller writes, “While working on the second movement, I was at a house that was hosting a parakeet. As I would play something on the piano the bird would respond. I used two aspects of this music-chirping dialogue in this work. The first is the call and response between flute, or French horn, and orchestra. The second is when the soloist switches to piccolo in the middle section and does some stylized birdsong and gets reactions from other woodwinds in the orchestra.”
Gerard Larkins

Gerard first began learning the flute in Armidale from Margaret Hawkins, a time which he remembers with affection. He gained his A.Mus.A in 1985. He achieved his L.Mus.A in 1991 while studying with Vernon Hill at the Canberra School of Music. He now teaches flute in Armidale at the New England Conservatorium and conducts the Youth Orchestra’s Wind Ensemble.
INTERVAL

Six Songs to be Sung Outdoors Op 59     Felix Mendelssohn (1809 -1847)

Die Nachtigall  (The Nightingale) – Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
The nightingale had disappeared
But spring lures it back
It hasn’t learned anything new
And keeps on singing the old and familiar songs.

Ruhetal  (Valley of Rest) – Ludwig Uhland
When golden clouds rise like mountains in the last rays on an evening,
Looking like the alps, 
I often ask myself, with tears welling up:
Is it among those mountains that lies the valley of rest I yearn for?

Jagdlied  (Hunting Song) – Joseph von Eichendorff
A golden beam of light is shooting through the swaying crowns of the trees
Far below the summit lies the foggy valley.
From afar, from the castle the hunting horn is calling,
The horses are whinnying into the air.
In dizzying flight one can see, glowing darkly, countryside and lakes alternating with banks of clouds.
Soon darkness envelops the rider and his horse once more. 
Love, o love, let go of me!
The sounds move on and on through forests and heaths- whereto, ah, where?
Delicious freshness, sweet eerie desire!
Above, the bushes are fluttering by.
The heart beats freely.
And on and on move the sounds....

Symphony No. 6 (Pastoral)                 Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

The Pastoral Symphony was first performed in December 1808, when Beethoven was thirty-eight. Beethoven’s own title was “Pastoral Symphony, or Recollections of Country Life”. The same night saw also the premiere of the mighty Fifth Symphony, the Choral Fantasy and the first public performance of the Fourth Piano Concerto. A symphony written to a program was not unprecedented, but it was unusual enough for Beethoven himself to write his explanation: “Pastoral Symphony, more an expression of feeling than painting.
1st piece: pleasant feelings which awaken in people on arriving in the countryside.
2nd piece: scene by the brook.
3rd piece: merry gathering of country people, interrupted by
4th piece: thunder and storm, into which breaks
5th piece: salutary feelings combined with thanks to the Deity.”
Beethoven often took long walks in the countryside. “No-one.” he wrote, “can love the country as much as I do. For surely woods, trees and rocks produce the echo which man desires to hear.”
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